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HOBBY APPOINTED TO SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE
Redding Hobby of Moline was formally appointed to the Senior Executive Service during a ceremony held today at Heritage Hall on Rock Island Arsenal.
Mr. Hobby works for the U.S. Army Sustainment Command (ASC) as the command’s Executive Director for Field Support.  In that position, he leads an organization that oversees the Army’s prepositioned equipment mission, and that also has responsibilities in areas such as operational planning and contingency contracting.

The Senior Executive Service (SES) is a corps of federal executives appointed to key leadership positions just below the level of Presidential appointees, and includes most managerial, supervisory and policy positions in the executive branch of the federal government classified above General Schedule (GS) grade 15 or its equivalent.  SES members within the Department of Defense are considered the equivalent of general officers.  Mr. Hobby’s appointment brought the total number of SES members at ASC Headquarters up to three, and the total at Rock Island Arsenal up to four.

Gen. William E. Mortensen, who serves as Deputy Commanding General of the U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC), presided at the ceremony.  Lt. Gen Mortensen placed the SES pin on Mr. Hobby’s lapel and presented him with his SES flag.
During his remarks, Lt. Gen. Mortensen reviewed the highlights of Mr. Hobby’s military and civilian career and stated, “We gave him the SES pin and presented him with the SES flag for one reason and one reason only: We’re looking for bigger and better things from Redding Hobby.”

Lt. Gen. Mortensen remarked that Mr. Hobby’s position as Field Support director was “one of the most important jobs at ASC” and that it placed him at “the heartbeat of what ASC does.”
“At AMC, we look toward our civilians to provide leadership,” Lt. Gen. Mortensen stated.  “We expect Redding to lead by example, and we know that he’s up to meeting his new responsibilities.”
Mr. Hobby began his remarks by asking for a moment of silence for a Soldier and a contractor employee with the Joint Logistics Command who were killed in action in Afghanistan earlier this week.  While greeting and thanking everyone who came to and participated in the ceremony, he turned to the Soldiers who took part in the ceremony and said, “You are why we do what we do.

“I’m honored and humbled, and I promise not to let you down,” Mr. Hobby said.  “It’s a privilege to serve, and I’ll never forget that.
“The SES flag and pin are coveted,” he added, “because they represent the rallying cry of ‘Duty, honor, country.’  I pledge to you my total dedication to our mission, and that I’ll continue to support the Soldiers as best I can.”
Mr. Hobby is 55 years old and is the father of three grown children.  A 1973 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Mr. Hobby first came to Rock Island Arsenal in June 2001 while still serving as an Army officer.  He served as Chief of Staff for the U.S. Army Operations Support Command – a predecessor command to ASC – before retiring from the Army in September 2002 at the rank of colonel.

He then came to work for the command as a civilian employee.  In June 2003, Mr. Hobby voluntarily deployed to Southwest Asia as a civilian in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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