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U.S. ARMY SUSTAINMENT COMMAND

ASC JOINS TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

The U.S. Army Sustainment
Command joined local veterans and civic
leaders to welcome the American Veterans
Traveling Tribute to Davenport, lowa, June
13. Part of the annual “Sturgis on the River”
festivities, the tribute commemorates service
in the Armed Forces.

Col. William Porter, ASC Director
of Information Management, was among the
opening ceremony speakers, representing
active-duty service members. He spoke to a
crowd of volunteers, sponsors, onlookers
and veterans clad in everything from leather
biker gear to suits and ties.

The AVTT pays tribute to American
veterans past and present through a series of
displays like the Vietnam Memorial
Traveling Wall and the Cost of Freedom
display. The traveling wall is a replica of the
actual Vietnam Memorial in Washington
D.C. Itis approximately 80 percent the size
of the permanent memorial, but bears 100
percent of the names, said Steve Doty, the
AVTT director.

The Cost of Freedom display
includes nine memorials, represented in gold
dog tags under glass, that honor all those
who have died in service since the Vietnam
War, including the victims of the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, said Doty.

In his speech, Porter, an Operation
Iraqi Freedom veteran, recounted what

Col. William Porter speaks during the opening
ceremony (fop); volunteers help erect the
Vietham Memorial Traveling Wall.
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happened in 2003 as his wife was shopping in a department store.

“She was standing at the counter, waiting for her things to be rung up,” said
Porter. “As she waited, she struck up a conversation with the clerk and they chit-chatted
for awhile. Then somehow it came up that I was about to head overseas and my wife said
that I had volunteered to deploy — to go in support of the Global War on Terrorism.
Well, a woman standing in line or passing by, a woman whose name I’ll never know,
turned to my wife and said with conviction ‘Thank God for men like him!’

“I feel the same way about all of you,” he said, gesturing to the vets in the crowd.
“I just don’t know where we would be without the brave men and women who have
served in our Armed Forces — thank God for people like you!”
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