
By Jason R. Brundige, AMCOM SCR 

CAMP ARIFJAN, KUWAIT - The 402nd  Army Field 
Support Brigade hosted the Aviation & Missile Com-
mand (AMCOM) Commanding General, Major Gen-
eral Lynn Collyar during his tour of Kuwait, Bah-
rain, and Qatar. He visited Soldiers that operate and 
maintain AMCOM supported equipment. AMCOM 
Equipment in this region includes Patriot Missile 
systems, high mobility artillery rocket system 
(HIMARS) Missile systems, tube-launched, optically 
tracked, wire-guided (TOW) Missile Systems, Black-
hawk helicopters, and Apache helicopters. 
 During his trip, he had many discussions 
with Soldiers concerning the current and future  
weapon systems that they use on a daily basis. Dur-
ing one question and answer session, Soldiers of the 
3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion asked about future upgrades in capabilities 
and even had some suggestions for improving the 
tools of their trade. 
 Maj. Gen. Collyar toured aviation mainte-
nance facilities on both Camp Arifjan and Camp 
Buehring. At Camp Arifjan, he met with the 1109th 
Theater Aviation Sustainment Maintenance Group 
(TASMG). The 1109th provides a sustainment level 
capability throughout Kuwait and Afghanistan.  The 
1109th TASMG demonstrated the ability to run tur-
bine engines in a test environment. At Camp  

Buehring leaders of the 35th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade were able to highlight their maintenance op-
erations as they led Maj. Gen. Collyar through their 
hangars during phased maintenance on several 
Army aircraft.  

One highlight of the trip was when Maj. Gen. 
Collyar’s participated in a reenlistment ceremony 
for thirty two Soldiers of the 3rd Heavy Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division. It was his 
honor to administer the oath to these soldiers who 
renewed their commitment to the nation as they 
swore to support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States of America for an additional term of 
service. 
 During his time in Bahrain and Qatar, Maj. 
Gen. Collyar got an opportunity to see 402nd Qatar 
Battalion’s operations. Those operations included 
Army Prepositioned Stock (APS-5), The Stryker re-
pair facility, and Patriot Missile support operations. 
The Qatar Battalion works closely with members of 
the 11th Air Defense Artillery Brigade in their mis-
sion to provide air defense capabilities throughout 
the region. 
  
See 402nd hosts AMCOM commanding general, page3 
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402nd hosts AMCOM commanding general 

Major General Lynn Collyar, Commanding General of Avia-
tion & Missile Command  discusses Theater Aviation Sus-
tainment Maintenance Group (TASMG) mission with the 
TASMG Team in their repair facility. 
 

Major General Lynn Collyar, Commanding General of Avia-
tion & Missile Command tours the inside of a mobile avia-
tion structural shop at the 935th Aviation Support Battalion. 
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Unit Ministry Team’s  
corner…  

 

T he Timeless Truth for 
today comes from 
Proverbs 19:20 

 

“Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in 
thy latter end.” 

 
A U.S.  Air Force transport plane with its captain and 5 crew members were flying over Alaska in the 

mid-50s when they entered an unusually fierce snowstorm.  The navigator contacted an air base only to be 
told that he had veered several hundred miles off course.  Correct coordinates were given to the navigator, 
who continued to insist that his own calculations could not be that far off.  Soon the plane ran low on fuel.  
The six men decided to abandon the plane and parachute to safety, but because of the minus 70 degree 
Fahrenheit temperature and winds that gusted to 50 miles per hour, they were all frozen within minutes of 
hitting the ground.  The rescue team discovered and retrieved the bodies 3 days later.  As a result of the 
navigator’s pride, 5 other people went to their deaths.  (Source: Rod Mattoon’s Treasures) 

 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
 
In Proverbs 12:15 - “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is 

wise.” Solomon warns us that fools will not listen to instruction because they consider themselves to always 
be right.  How do you teach someone like this? 

The person who listens to good counsel is wise.  A wise man becomes wiser after he is instructed be-
cause he is teachable.   

Let me ask, “Are you wiser today than last year or ten years ago?”  A godly man or woman will greatly 
desire to grow in wisdom.    

What you do today determines what you are tomorrow! 
 
 

 
The 402nd Unit Ministry Team (UMT) is to nurture the living, care for the dying, and honor the dead.  Consistent with that 
mission and mandate, the 402nd UMT conducts a weekly Bible study in the 402nd Headquarters and provides a Sunday 
sermon at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.   During the week Chaplain Gregory Distad provides pastoral care by circulating within 
the 402nd Army Field Support Brigade.   
Chaplain Gregory Distad may be reached at gregory.e.distad.mil@mail.mil or 318-430-4667 
 

By Lt. Col. Gregory Distad, 402nd AFSB Chaplain 

mailto:gregory.e.distad@kuwait.swa.army.mil�


:Major General Lynn Collyar, Commanding General of Aviation & Missile Command reenlisted thirty two Soldiers of the 
 3-3 Brigade Combat Team.  

 

A major theme of Maj. 
Gen. Collyar’s visit was to 
encourage the interaction 
of our military with foreign 
military partners in the re-
gion. The goals of the units 
here in Kuwait include 
team building with other 
military forces in the region 
to improve working rela-
tionships between our 
countries.  With this inter-
action, the ability to work 
in concert with foreign mili-
tary partners grows and 
makes a strong military 
relationship in this region 
to promote peace through 
deterrence and enables the 
Commander in Chief to  
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402nd hosts AMCOM commanding general 
Continued from page 1 

better preserve interests of the 
United States.  
 In addition to meeting with 
Soldiers of supported units, 
Maj. Gen. Collyar had a 
chance to see his workforce in 
a forward environment.  
     Maj. Gen. Collyar met with 
members of the Test Measure-
ment & Diagnostic Equipment 
(TMDE) team and Logistics 
Assistance Representatives 
(LARs) who interact with AM-
COM supported units on a 
daily basis. Visiting with his 
civilian workforce allowed his 
representatives in the field to 
gain insight into his vision of 
AMCOM and reinforced his 
concept of support.  
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ASC Deputy Commanding General re-
ceives tour of the 402nd SWA Battalion  

CAMP ARIFJAN, KUWAIT - Brigadier General Duane 
A. Gamble, the Army Sustainment Command 
(Deputy Commanding General, visited Camp 
Arifjan, Kuwait 11-15 November 2012 to attend the 
Retrograde ROC Drill.   

The 402nd Army Field Support Battalion - 
Southwest Asia (AFSBn- SWA) took advantage of the 
opportunity to show Brig. Gen. Gamble some of the 
programs and Forward Repair Activity that provides 
logistics support in Theater.  

The programs visited were Communications-
Electronics Command (CECOM Electronic Sustain-
ment Support Center (ESSC), Joint Robotics Repair 
Detachment-Kuwait (JRRD-K), PM Counter Radio 
Control Improvised Explosive Device Electronic 
Warfare (CREW) and PM Joint Battle Command-
Platform (JBC-P).  

Steven Kogutkiewicz the Program Manager for 
ESSC greeted Brig. Gen. Gamble and briefed him on 
the mission and service it provides to the War-
fighter, while taking him on a tour of the facility and 

introducing his staff.  Kogutkiewicz explained to 
Brig. Gen.  Gamble that the ESSC provides logistics 
and sustainment support for C4ISR systems and 
equipment to meet the Army’s Reset and Readiness 
goals in support of Army and other multi-service  

forces. He further explained that the ESSC repairs 
and manages a wide range of communications and 
electronic equipment, providing full service to in-
clude major items and spare parts, new equipment 
training & fielding, depot maintenance (including 
repair, overhaul & reset), and acts as a liaison be-
tween logistics assistance representatives in the 
field and customer units.  In addition, the ESSC 
also provide sustainment support for the following 
systems and equipment: Standard Army Manage-
ment Information Systems (STAMIS), communica-
tion security (COMSEC), and commercial computer 
equipment.  The radio repair shop repairs most 
hand-held, man portable, vehicle mounted and 
base station type equipment.  After the tour Brig. 
Gen. Gamble commended the ESSC importance of 
their work in support of the Warfighter. 

Second stop on the tour was the Joint Robotics 
Repair Detachment-Kuwait (JRRD-K).  Brig. Gen. 
Gamble received a briefing by Captain Andrea 
Brooks and Master Sergeant Terrance Green on 
their maintenance shop floor.  Before the briefing 
started, one of the robots offered a scroll to Brig. 
Gen. Gamble with its robotic arm.  The scroll 
welcomed Brig. Gen. Gamble to JRRD-K.  Following 
introductions of JRRD-K personnel, Cpt. Brooks 
began the briefing.  Master Sgt. Green explained the 
detachment’s daily duties of repairing and  

(Center) Steve Kogutkiewicz, Program Manager for Elec-
tronic Sustainment Support Center (ESSC) defines the 
ESSC, CECOM Kuwait mission to Brigadier General Gam-
ble, Deputy Commanding General of the Army Sustainment 
Command (left). 

Captain Andrea Brooks hands Brigadier General Gamble a 
robot delivered welcome scroll. 

By Lorenzo Evans, AFSBn-SWA DCO 

See ASC Deputy Commanding General receives tour, page  5 
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ASC Deputy Commanding General  
receives tour  
maintaining robots within their area of 
responsibility. Brig. Gen. Gamble asked Master Sgt. 
Green, “If the detachment provides support outside 
of Kuwait?”  Master Sgt. Green responded by 
saying, “Yes, support is provided to Iraq, Qatar, 
United Arab Emirates and Afghanistan, and that the 
robotic systems are used throughout the 
Department of Defense as an integral tool in the 
route clearance and Explosive Ordinance Division 
missions.”  JRRD-K stressed that “Robots save lives, 
so it is important that they are precisely calibrated,” 
and for this reason they provide: Depot level 
maintenance, operator and maintainer training, 
fielding of robots, and operational assessments and 
logistical support.  This is a critical function that 
benefits the Warfighter in the accomplishment of 
their daily mission on the battlefield.  JRRD-K also 
gave Brig. Gen. Gamble a demonstration of the 
robotic systems battlefield capabilities.   Following 
the demonstration, Brig. Gen. Gamble was given the 
opportunity to operate a few of the robots.  Brig. 
Gen. Gamble enjoyed his “stick time” with one of 
the robots, extending the claw arm, and 
maneuvering his robot around the shop area.  
Robots continue to save lives every day. 

Next stop on the tour was Counter Radio Control 
Improvised Explosive Device Electronic Warfare 
(CREW).  CREW program manager Mr. John Joseph 
briefed BG Gamble on what their mission entails.      

Mr. Joseph stated that the IED is the enemies pre-
ferred method of attack and is quite often used to  
initiate an ambush, and that CREW was designed 
to prevent and/or defeat Improvised Explosive De-
vice (IED) detonations.  Joseph explained to Brig. 
Gen. Gamble that CREW uses a few different sys-
tems to cover against all radio controlled improvised 
explosive device (RCIED) threats.  When Brig. Gen. 
Gamble asked, “What improvements have been 
made to CREW systems being used today?” Joseph 
replied, “The new systems operate at increased 
ranges, with broader frequency coverage extendable 
to higher frequencies, they’re easier to program, and 
have reduced size-weight-and-power, with built-in  
capacity for future growth.”  The primary Counter 
Radio Control Improvised Explosive Device is the 
Duke system, which can be configured to the follow-
ing platforms: High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicles (HMMWVs), Stryker Combat Vehicles, 
Family of Medium and Light Tactical Vehicles 
(FMTV/LMTV), Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical 
Truck (HEMTT), M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle, Me-
dium Mine Protected Vehicle (MMPV), Heavy Mine 
Clearance Vehicle (HMCV), and Interim Vehicle 
Mounted Mine Detector (IVMMD).  Upon completion 
of the briefing Brig. Gem. Gamble received a tour of 
the facility, observed daily work activities, thanked, 
and shook the hands of the CREW team members. 
 

 

John Joseph, Program Manager of Counter Radio Control 
Improvised Explosive Device Electronic Warfare  welcomed 
Brig. Gen. Duane A. Gamble to the Counter Radio Control 
Improvised Explosive Device Electronic Warfare  installa-
tion facility. 

Mary McClure, Program Manager for Joint Battle Command  
- Platform demonstrated the Joint Battle Command -
Platform hardware for Brigadier General Duane A. Gamble. 

See ASC Commanding General receives tour, page 6 
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ASC Deputy  
Commanding  
General  
receives tour  

Last stop on Brig. Gen. Gamble’s tour was Joint 
Battle Command – Platform (JBC-P).  Mary McClure  
the Program Manager for JBC-P briefed Brig. Gen. 
Gamble on the service they do for the Warfighter 
and where the program originated.  McClure ex-
plained to Brig. Gen. Gamble, that in the past, JBC-
P consisted of three separate programs: FBCB2, 
MTS, and TIGER.  Today, the programs have merged 
into the Joint Battle Command Platform (JBC-P) for 
the future systems called JCR and JCR Logs with 
TIGR co-hosted on the system.  McClure went on to 
explain that the JBC-P is the latest iteration of the 
battle-tested Force XXI Battle Command Brigade 
and Below (FBCB2)-Blue Force Tracking (BFT) sys-
tem, the Army’s friendly force tracking system.   
McClure told the Brig. Gen.,  that the system will be 
deployable across the global force and adaptable to 
support the requirements from separate units, mis-
sions and echelons.  She stated that JBC-P is a sys-
tem of systems that incorporates hardware, soft-
ware, security and communication capabilities to 
deliver critical operational value for Joint battlefield 
visibility and for fratricide avoidance. 
  When asked by Brig. Gen. Gamble, “What does the 
overall system do for the Warfighter?” McClure said, 
“The enhanced capabilities that JBC-P offers can be 
summed up simply: more Joint interoperability, 
more fratricide prevention, more security, more 
bandwidth, more users and more information.  It 
provides enhanced data encryption, better maps, 
better collaboration tools and more precise location 
information for vehicles, aircraft and dismounted 
Soldiers.”  McClure went on to explain, that JBC-P 
provides a more modern user interface with drag-
and-drop icons, touch-to-zoom maps, free draw and 
group chat.  McClure, gave Brig. Gen. Gamble a tour 
of the facility while providing a detail response JBC-
P systems servicing questions. 

At the conclusion of the tours Southwest Battal-
ion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Michael Sauer 
and Command Sergeant Major Mary Jackson bided 
farewell to BG Gamble, and thanked him for allow-
ing us to showcase some of the fine work provided 
by AFSBn SWA program teams. 
 
 

Continued from page 5 
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402nd Army Field  

Support Brigade 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait  

Commander  
Col. John D. Kuenzli 

Command Sgt. Major  
CSM Nathaniel J. Bartee Sr. 

Public Affairs Officer 
Johnnie Frazier 

Submissions and suggestions can be forwarded to the 
editor, 402nd AFSB Public Affairs Officer:                     
johnnie.frazier@kuwait.swa.army.mil. 

This newsletter is an official publication authorized by 
Army Regulation 360-1 and does not reflect the views of 
the Department of the Army, or Department of Defense. 
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