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402nd AFSB sends RPG launcher to museum 

See Launcher on Page 7 

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – 
A unique historical artifact is on 
its way to join the Army’s     
premier small arms collection 
thanks to a chance encounter, 
and the determination of one 
man. 

The item, a Russian-made, 
Iraqi-used, rocket propelled gre-
nade launcher, is headed to the 
museum at Rock Island Arse-
nal, Ill. The museum plans to 
host a ceremony at which the 
Army Sustainment Command 
will present the weapon on be-
half of the 402nd Army Field 
Support Brigade, headquartered 
at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. 

It all started when Wilfredo 
Villalba, a supply specialist with 
the 402nd AFSB, ran into an 
old friend from Airborne School 
at a dining facility here in Feb. 
2009. The two had attended 
jump school together as young 
junior enlisted Soldiers in 1997, 
and had been in touch only oc-
casionally over the years. Run-
ning into one another in Iraq 
came as a complete surprise to 
both of them. After catching up 
on things, Wil’s friend, Agustin 
Quinones, who is now a captain 
at Fort Hood, Texas, explained 
that he had been presented with 
a rocket propelled grenade 
launcher from an Iraqi Army 
officer as a gift. Unfortunately, 
however, his unit was preparing 
to leave Iraq. 

Recognizing   the    historical    

OUTPOST 

value of the item, Wil took pos-
session of the weapon hoping it 
could, somehow, be put on ex-
hibit somewhere back home as 
a remembrance of those who 
have served in Iraq. 

“He [Quinones] did not have 
the time to submit all of the 
documents  to request permis-
sion to ship the RPG home, so 
that is why I stepped forward to 
continue the mission,” said 
Villalba, who served in Iraq with 
the 402nd AFSB for six years. 
“It is very important to me that 
this RPG launcher goes some-
where where it can be appreci-
ated and can represent the 
402nd Army Field Support Bri-
gade, and all of the service 
members and civilians who 
have served in Iraq. It will     
remind people about the dedica-
tion and sacrifice of all of the 
people who have stepped       

forward to serve their country in 
Iraq.” 

Wil, who hails from a small 
town in Puerto Rico, wanted to 
donate the launcher to his 
adopted hometown of Bethle-
hem, Pa., so he contacted Galen 
Putnam, 402nd AFSB Public 
Affairs officer, for assistance. 
Initial contacts with the city ap-
peared positive, but things 
gradually fizzled out. After hit-
ting that roadblock, Putnam, 
who is deployed from the ASC 
Public Affairs Office, suggested 
they try the museum at Rock 
Island Arsenal, Ill. Besides com-
plimenting the museum’s ex-
pansive small-arms collection, 
the Arsenal is also home to 
Army Sustainment Command, 
the 402nd AFSB’s parent com-
mand. 

“I am familiar with the Rock 
Island Arsenal Museum’s collec-
tion, so I thought this would be 
a good fit,” Putnam said. “In ad-
dition, it is appropriate to have 
an item representing the 402nd 
AFSB at the Rock Island Arse-
nal Museum since our higher 
headquarters, the Army Sus-
tainment Command, is also lo-
cated at the Arsenal.” 

Rick Murphy, 402nd AFSB 
legal advisor who also deployed 
from ASC, stepped-in to assist 
with negotiating the extensive 
paperwork trail. After getting 
things started, Murphy handed 
things off to his replacement, 

402nd AFSB Public Affairs 

Wilfredo Villalba,  poses with the Iraqi 
RPG launcher being donated to the 
museum at Rock Island Arsenal, Ill.   

Galen Putnam 

Rock Island Arsenal to receive Iraq war memento 
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LAWRENCE W. FULLER 
COL, LG 
Commanding 

this together. I resolve that we 
maintain our commitment to 
one another: to maintain a posi-
tive attitude, to lend a helping 
hand when needed and, most 
importantly, look out for the 
well being of one another. 

Commitment to Self: In 
such a high-speed environment, 
it is easy to get wrapped up in 
things and forget to take care of 
oneself. In the new year I re-
solve that we pay particular at-
tention to our personal wellbe-
ing. Exercise, eat right, stay in 
touch with loved ones, take a 
moment now and then to de-
compress. You are the Brigade’s 
most valuable asset. Never for-
get that.  

Commitment to Safety: 
For a brigade our size, we have 
maintained an impressive safety 
record. I resolve that we con-
tinue to be vigilant in regards to 
safety and that we strive for a 
stellar safety record in 2011. 

Again, I would like to thank 
everyone for their outstanding 
efforts in 2010 and encourage 
you to continue your excep-
tional performance as we make 
2011 the “Year of the 402nd 
AFSB.” 
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Fuller: 2011 is ‘Year of the 402nd AFSB’ 
First of all, I would like to 

thank everyone in the 402nd 
Army Field Support Brigade 
family for their dedication and 
hard work over the past year. 
2010 was a momentous year for 
the 402nd AFSB and we 
achieved many significant ac-
complishments.  

You moved mountains of 
equipment out of theater in 
support of the Responsible 
Drawdown of Forces and are 
still going strong. That’s impor-
tant, because we still have a lot 
of “heavy lifting” in front of us. 
In case you haven’t noticed, I’ve 
begun referring to 2011 as the 
“Year of the 402nd AFSB.” Why, 
you ask? Because 2011 is going 
to be an even more historic year 
for us. Not only will we continue 
to support the drawdown while 
helping to position the Depart-
ment of State for success as 

they take over the support mis-
sion in Iraq, but we ourselves 
will be drawing down.  

2011 marks the move of the 
402nd AFSB from Iraq to      
Kuwait and eventual casing of 
some unit colors. This year is 
the 402nd AFSB’s “last hurrah” 
in Iraq and I intend to go out 
with a bang. 

Here are our resolutions for 
the “Year of the 402nd AFSB.” 

Commitment to Mission: 
2010 was a big year for us, but 
2011 looks to be an even 
greater challenge. I resolve that 
we continue to remain focused 
on the job ahead. It is also im-
portant that we be flexible in the 
upcoming year. 2011 will not be 
“business as usual.” There are a 
lot of changes looming on the 
horizon, but I know we can han-
dle anything that is thrown in 
our direction. 

Commitment to Each 
Other: You have heard me say 
it before, and you will hear me 
say it again: We, the members 
of the 402nd AFSB, are a fam-
ily. We are all far away from 
home. We are all far away from 

Power 6 Out! 

Col. Lawrence W. Fuller 
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“That each of them (laborers) 
may eat and drink, and find sat-
isfaction in all their toil — this 
is the gift of God.” (Ecclesiastes 
3:13, NIV) 

It would appear that Solo-
mon may have lost the divine 
perspective when he wrote this, 
but a closer look will reveal 
something that is precious for 
all of us: Our work is a gift from 
God. In our time of high unem-
ployment, many may consider 
this as self-evident; they would 
agree that it is a good thing to 
have a job. But Solomon’s 
meaning here is deeper than 
that. He is saying that our la-
bor, and its products, are a gift 
from the hand of God. 

It is easy to get lost in the 
daily grind, the tedium of re-
peated small tasks that may 
have no obvious impact. The 
adventure of our careers may 
have evaporated long ago. But 
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Work, yes work, is a gift from God 
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Howard Lucas 
402nd Army Field Support Brigade 

we are all part of something 
huge. There is a divine design to 
life, and God has chosen to in-
corporate our “toil,” as Solomon 
puts it, into His plan. When you 
add up all the little things that 
we do, they turn into something 

very big. The term “synergy” 
comes to mind here, because 
add up to more than the sum of 
the parts. That is because of 
this hidden dimension — we are 
partnering with God, even when 
we don’t realize it. And when we 
don’t have the energy or the 
wisdom to make things work, 
He does. 

“But,” one may ask, “where 
are the results? If this is true, 
why don’t things always look 
positive?” The answer is found 
earlier in Solomon’s musings. In 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 we read that 
God makes all things beautiful 
in His time (emphasis added). 
We may not see the beauty now, 
but we have the promise of God 
that he will use our labor to 
produce good. When we are 
equipped with that promise, we 
can truly find satisfaction in our 
toil.  

May God grant each of you a 
glimpse into what He is doing 
through your hard work every 
day. 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Xxxg 

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Howard Lucas 

The 402nd AFSB is collecting clothing and household items at Joint Base Balad, to be 
provided to Iraqi’s in need. Please drop off new/lightly used items such as clothing, toys, 
footwear, plastic drawers, bedding, 220v electrical items, etc., in a plastic bag or box. 
Please ensure items are tasteful and appropriate for distribution outside the wire! 

For information on drop-off locations, contact the following POCs: 

Brigade HQ — Gayland Putnam: gayland.putnam@mmcs.army.mil 

1st Bn., 402nd AFSB — SGM Donald: paul.s.donald@mmcs.army.mil 

2nd Bn., 402nd AFSB — SGM Legier: tyrone.legier@mmcs.army.mil 
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Photos by Galen Putnam 

O’Connor hands AMC-SWA reins to Cross  

CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait – One of the most in-
novative and pioneering leaders in military logis-
tics, Brig. Gen. John O’Connor, Third Army direc-
tor of logistics and commander, Army Materiel 
Command – Southwest Asia, was succeeded by 
Brig. Gen. Jesse R. Cross, former commanding 
general for the U.S. Army Quartermaster Center 
and School, Fort Lee, Va., at Camp Arifjan, Ku-
wait Dec. 20. 

“General O’Connor carried a huge load for 
Third Army,” said Lt. Gen. William G. Webster, 
Third Army commanding general. “He was an in-
tegral part of Operation Nickel II, one of the most 
complicated set of maneuvers and deployments in 
military history.” 

As Third Army’s director of logistics and com-
mander, AMC-SWA, O’Connor and his logistics 
team played a leading role in moving millions of 
pieces of equipment from Iraq to Afghanistan or 
back to the United States.  

They exceeded the Aug. 31 deadline to in-
crease Forces in Afghanistan by 30,000 Troops 
and 5,000 mine-resistant vehicles; simultane-
ously, he led the Responsible Drawdown of Iraq 
by redeploying 90,000 troops and 70,000 pieces of 
rolling-stock equipment. 

“He has performed his duties superbly by 
showing managerial skills and foresight we’ve 
come to expect from our senior leaders,” Webster 
said. 

O’Connor's successor is Cross, who comes to 
Third Army with more than 30 years of military 
experience including serving as a supply-

By Pfc. Daniel Rangel 
Third Army/ARCENT Public Affairs 

Brig. Gen. John O’Connor, Third Army director of      
logistics and commander, Army Materiel Command 
– Southwest Asia, speaks during the Hawker      
Battery Facility dedication ceremony at Camp 
Arifjan, Kuwait, last Nov. 6. 

Brig. Gen. John O’Connor addresses the 402nd AFSB 
Staff during a visit to Joint Base Balad. 

(From left) Brig. Gen. Jesse R. Cross, Col. Lawrence 
W. Fuller, commander, 402nd AFSB, and Brig. Gen. 
John O’Connor gather for a photo at Joint Base Balad. 

management officer during Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. O’Connor plans to serve 
as the Department of the Army Operations and 
Logistics Readiness director in Washington. 
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JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – 
The 402nd Army Field Support 
Brigade capped-off a perfect   
12-0 season by defeating the 
289th Quartermaster Company 
“Mighty Sabers” in a nail-biting 
shoot-out championship game 
to claim the Joint Base Balad   
5 vs. 5 Soccer Championship 
here Feb. 19 

In the championship game, 
the Mighty Sabers took an early 
lead with Gary Green from the 
402nd AFSB equalizing just be-
fore halftime. The 402nd AFSB 
went ahead 2-1 early in the   
second half, but faced constant 
pressure from the 289th. In a 
frenzied attack, the Mighty     
Sabers tied the score 2-2 with 
only 45 seconds remaining in 
regulation. 

The tie led to a shoot-out 
which was knotted 3-3 after the 
first round of five shooters. In 
the second round of three 
shooters, the 402nd AFSB    
prevailed 3-1 to take the base 
championship. 

402nd AFSB wins Joint Base Balad soccer championship 

The 402nd AFSB, an 
unlikely assemblage of begin-
ners, intermediate and experi-
enced players, could have been 
nicknamed the “Old Timers” as 
the team’s average was signifi-
cantly higher than that of the 
other teams in the league. The 
402nd AFSB is primarily com-
prised of contractors, civilians, 
officers, and non-commissioned 

officers, with very few junior 
enlisted service members. 

“We had a pretty diverse 
group of players ranging from 
absolute, first-time beginners, 
to highly skilled, experienced 
players,” said coach/goalkeeper 
Galen Putnam. “The way we 
came together as a team says a 
lot about the positive attitude 
everyone exhibited throughout 
the season. Winning the cham-
pionship is nice, of course, but 
what I’m most proud of is how 
we played together as a team – 
beginners and more experi-
enced players working together 
side-by-side.” 

Gary Green, who scored the 
crucial goal that kept the 402nd 
AFSB alive in the championship 
match, is one of those beginners. 

“I’ve never played soccer  
before. I watched the World Cup 
on TV and thought it looked like 
fun, but it is a lot harder than it 
looks – especially on old knees,” 
he said. “I’m glad I gave it a try, 
but this is it for me. I’m going to 
go out on top.” 

Iraqi Kids Day 
Fatima, age 6, from a small   
village near Joint Base Balad. 
Iraq, demonstrates her writing 
and drawing skills to Carlesa 
Williams (left) and Beryl Wilson 
from the 402nd Army Field  
Support Brigade, during “Iraqi 
Kids Day” at the H-6 MWR  
Recreation  Center on JBB  Jan. 
26. The monthly event brings 
Iraqi children together with 
Americans on base to foster 
goodwill and build positive    
relations. 

Karen Ware, member of the 402nd 
Army Field Support Brigade 5 vs. 5 
soccer team, hones her skills. 
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Age: 30 

Hometown: Quitman, Mississippi 

Duty Position: Quality Assurance 
Inspector 

Duty Section: Maintenance     
Section 

Unit: 1st Battalion, 401st Army 
Field Support Brigade 

Duty Station: Camp As Sayliyah-
Doha, Qatar 

How long have you been in this 
position? Two Months 

How long have you been in the 
U.S. Army? Twelve years 

Tell us about your job: I’m a light 
wheel vehicle mechanic. I perform 
maintenance and services on all 
our military equipment to ensure 
that it is maintained to 10/20 stan-
dards. 

What is the best part of your job? 
Being able to fix anything that    
broken and finding out how the 
equipment operates. 

Why do you like working here? 
It’s very relaxing and there is not a 
lot of stress here. 

If you could be the commander 
for a day, what would you do to 
improve your organization? Re-
organize the unit work schedule. 

What do you do to make a       
difference for the Warfighter? 
Ensure that when they are on the 
battlefield they have the best equip-
ment in the world so that they can 
accomplish any mission. 

Most people don’t know  (what) 
about me: That I like to compete in 
fighting competitions. 

What do you like to do in your 
spare time? I enjoy fishing, hunting 
and being outdoors with my family. 

What is your personal              
philosophy? What doesn’t kill me 
makes me stronger! 

Personality Spotlight: Staff Sgt. Bennie Bush 
Staff Sgt. Bennie Bush, 1st Battalion, 401st Army Field Support Brigade. 

Courtesy photo 
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Age:  27 

Hometown:  Wichita Falls, Texas 

Duty Position:  Operations      
Specialist 

Duty Section:  Support Opera-
tions, 2nd Battalion, 402nd Army 
Field Support  Brigade 

Duty Station:  Joint Base Balad 

Home Station, Organization and 
Duty Position:  Fort Hood, Texas, 
407th AFSB, logistics management 
specialist 

How long have you been in this 
position?  Three and-a-half years 

How long have you been work-
ing for the U.S. Army? Four and- 
a-half years 

Have you had other jobs with the    
military (active or civilian)?  I 
have never had any other job with 
the military. After graduating from 
Albany State     University, Albany, 
Ga., I joined the Army Materiel 
Command Fellows Program. The 
Fellows program is how I got my 
start in government service. 

Tell us about your job and what 
you do:  I currently serve as the 
United States Equipment Transfer 
to Iraq (USETTI)  action officer for 
the 2nd Bn., 402nd AFSB. I have 
the responsibility of ensuring our 
USETTI team located at Taji, Iraq, 
executes successful transfers of 
quality equipment to the Govern-
ment of Iraq through the Iraqi  

Personality Spotlight: Romeo Montez 

Training and Advisory Mission. I 
monitor equipment, maintenance 
and transfer data, ensure team has 
the tools necessary to accomplish 
the mission, consolidate and ana-
lyze reports for higher level review, 
and most importantly, support the 
402nd AFSB and the USETTI team 
at Taji in executing a highly visible, 
sometimes trying and challenging 
mission. 

Why do you like working here?  I 
like working here because there is 
a sense of fulfillment. I’m blessed to 
be in the position I’m in, and being 
able to experience Iraq is satisfying.  
Also, I get to work with wonderful 
people and serve under great   
leadership. 

What is the best part of your job?  
The best part of my job is being 
able to make a positive difference.  
I don’t want to be the cause of 
something failing if I can help it. 

If you could be the commander 
for a day, what would you do to 
improve your organization? I 
would just create a relaxed atmos-
phere and promote communication. 
I believe that if individuals are not 
always tense they will be more   
effective in how they deal with    
others as well as executing their 
daily duties. 

What do you do to make a differ-
ence for the Warfighter?  I give of 
myself and execute my duties to the 
best of my abilities, which can   
positively impact the Warfighter in 
their daily operations. The War-
fighter is giving their best fighting 
for our freedom; therefore, I feel 
myself and others should do the 
best we can in all things big or 
small. 

Most people don’t know (what) 
about me:  Most people don’t 
know that I’m the fourth Romeo 
Montez 

What do you like to do in your 
spare time?  Relax, watch sports, 
golf, work out and wash my car. 

What is your personal philoso-
phy?  Work hard, be cool, and 
treat others with respect. 

What is your favorite quote/
slogan/saying?  “It’s all good.” 

LAUNCHER — From Page 1 

Romeo Montez 

Lou Aldini, yet another 402nd AFSB member 
from ASC, who doggedly fought his way through 
the bureaucratic maze. 

“It took seven months, but it’s finally on its 
way,” he said. “Wil really deserves credit for mak-
ing this happen. He was bound and determined 
to get this weapon to a collection where it can be 
enjoyed by others and represent the 402nd AFSB 
and those who have served in Iraq.” 

Villalba was elated when notified by e-mail 
that the artifact is on its way to the RIA Museum. 

“OMG – I will be very happy to fly there to be 
part of that ceremony. It is very important to me,”  
he responded. 

The U.S. Army Garrison – Rock Island Arsenal 
Public Affairs Office will announce details  regard-
ing the presentation ceremony at a later date. 

You can visit the Rock Island Arsenal         
Museum, at: http://riamwr.com/museum.htm 

 

http://riamwr.com/museum.htm�
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Photos are posted to 
the Mini 5 shared drive. 
To locate the photos, 
open the shared drive 
and look for the folder 
named “402nd Photos.” 
It is at the bottom of the 
folders list because it is 
a link!  
 
If you do not have     
access to the Mini 5 
shared drive, direct 
photo requests to  
Galen Putnam,        
OUTPOST  editor. 

 

Col. Lawrence W. Fuller 
Commander 

 
W. Arnold Pindle 

Deputy to the 
Commander  

 
Lt. Col. Paul Tsatsos 

Executive Officer 
 

Command Sgt. Maj.  
Joel F. Webb 

Command Sergeant Major  
 

Galen Putnam 
Public Affairs Officer/

Editor 

402nd Army Field Support Brigade, Joint Base Balad, Iraq 

Where can I find those photos? 

The 402nd AFSB OUTPOST is an authorized      
publication for members of the Department of   
Defense.  Contents of the Outpost are not        
necessarily the views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
Government, Department of Defense, or Depart-
ment of the Army.  

 

The OUTPOST is an official publication               
authorized by AR 360-1.   

 

Contact the OUTPOST at:                                 
AFSB-IZ_PUBLIC_AFFAIRS@MMCS.ARMY.MIL 
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