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ROCKISLAND ARSENAL
Installation

Following years of pre-labor talks, construction on what was to
become the first railroad bridge to cross the Mississippi River
began in 1852. Its construction was hampered by Secretary of
War Jefferson Davis' repeated attempts to halt construction at the

location of Rock Island, Illinois and Davenport, Iowa. Davis o g o
wanted the bridge to be constructed further south. Multiple times,  POOGGEANX REQAN =~ ==
U.S. Marshals were dispatched to stop construction of the bridge, F .

only for work to resume after they had left. BRIDGE NO.1 _1s53-1855

On 22 April 1856, the bridge finally opened and sent the first train Construction started in 1852

over the river. Just two weeks after it opened, the steamboat Effie
Afton crashed into the bridge. An ensuing fire burned the
steamboat and one span of the bridge down. A subsequent
railroad case resulted in the permission of rail and pedestrian
traffic to cross waterways but must yield for any river traffic. Bridge repaired in 1856
Abraham Lincoln represented the railroad company at the time of
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HISTORY

Selected space due to river width

Delayed multiple times

Replaced in 1866

Made of wood materials
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