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A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OFA SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF
ROCK ISLAND ARSENALROCK ISLAND ARSENAL

The history of Rock Island Arsenal extends beyond 200 years.  
From the time it was first surveyed by Europeans, to the

establishment of a U.S. Army fort, to the powerhouse arsenal
that it is today, Rock Island has stood the test of time.

This self-guided tour is designed to accompany you as you
journey through these last two centuries of rich history.  Learn

the history of the local Native Americans, a Civil War Prison
Camp, and the industrial marvel that makes the Rock Island

Arsenal one of the nation’s greatest hidden treasures.

We encourage visitors to take this opportunity to learn more
about our Nation, our Army, and our Communities.  

From our family here at Rock Island Arsenal to yours - 
we welcome you.

This publication is maintained by the
Army Sustainment Command History Office

AMAS-CEH
U.S. Army Sustainment Command
1 Rock Island Arsenal
Rock Island, Illinois, 61299-6500
usarmy.ria.asc.list.hi@army.mil

This publication is a joint presentation of the
Army Sustainment Command and the U.S. Army
Garrison at Rock Island, an Installation
Management Command entity.

For more information on security requirements and procedures,
please scan the code on the inside fold of this guide.  All visitors
to Rock Island Arsenal are required to have a valid visitors pass
and adhere to installation security measures.

Check us out on social media...
/ArmySustainmentCommand
/rockislandarsenal

@asc_hq
@arsenal_island

...or on our websites
aschq.army.mil
home.army.mil/ria

USING THIS TOUR
1.Use the map on the back of this guide and navigate

to the point you are interested in.
2.With the camera on your phone, scan the QR code

at the top left of the back of this guide.
3.Click the link displayed in the window.
4.Match the number on the website with the point

you’re interested in.
5.Click the corresponding link and repeat step 4 for

each point.

SOME NOTES
Content is maintained on a U.S. Government website.  
The “riahs.org” domain that appears is a link shortener
that is not affiliated with the U.S. Government or
Department of Defense.  It will redirect you to an Army
website.  Remember that all web traffic is monitored on
Government websites.  All content that is contained
within this tour are published as free use.
The U.S. Army does not endorse nor recommend the
use of any third-party applications for the purpose of
this tour and is not responsible for any license that the
user may enter with a developer upon agreement to
install.

For additional information, including
safety and security information, please
scan the code to the right.  Additional
disclaimer information is also available at
this page.

DESIGNED FOR
ANY
SMART
DEVICE
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Point has a self-guided tour of its own.

Point is still present and may be accessible.

Point may no longer be present or is restricted.

This tour uses a color system on the back to denote
some key information about the point of interest.



Completed in 1872, Quarters One is a 20,000 square foot
residence that has housed 38 former senior commanders at
Rock Island Arsenal.

The fourth bridge to cross Arsenal Island, the current
Government Bridge utilizes the piers from the 1872 bridge. It
was completed in 1896. 

Integrates and synchronizes key elements of the sustainment
enterprise in order to deliver capabilities in support of Army
forces during Joint All-Domain Operations.

ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL
PRODUCING ARMY READINESS SINCE 1862

This is our history of supporting
our Nation, our Army, and our Communities

THIS TOUR IS AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING ANYWHERE AROUND THE GLOBE
ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL: A LOCAL EFFORT FOR A GLOBAL MISSION

For even more Rock Island Arsenal history scan this QR code or visit:
aschq.army.mil/About/History - or - arsenalhistoricalsociety.org

1 Old Moline Bridge

In 1846, David Sears constructed a dam on the south side of
the island.  The top of the dam allowed access to the island.

2 D.B. Sears Dam

The dam that Sears operated generated power for his mill that
was located on Benham’s Island.

3 Rock Island National Cemetery

Established in 1863, the Rock Island National Cemetery is
among the country’s largest and oldest national cemeteries.

4 Grave of General Rodman

Credited as the Father of Rock Island Arsenal, COL Thomas J.
Rodman passed away in his quarters on 7 JUN 1871.

5 Tank Test Track

Moved to its current location in 1941, the Tank Test Track is
suited for multi-terrain testing of tracked units.

6 The Confederate Cemetery
Moved to its current location in 1865, the Confederate
Cemetery is the resting place for nearly 2,000 Confederate
POWs.

8 Living Memorial Walkway
The Living Memorial Walkway was dedicated on 17 JUL 2008 to
honor the memory of those who have lost their lives while
serving in the Global War on Terror.

7 Old Post Cemetery
Originally established in 1862, this cemetery was designated as
a burial site for Union guards of the Rock Island Prison
Barracks.

9 Memorial Field

Established in 1950 to honor arsenal employees who died in
combat, Memorial Field is home to 26 artillery pieces.

10 Original Stone Shops
The original stone shops of the arsenal were constructed
between 1867 and 1893.  They are comprised mostly of Joliet
limestone.

11 Rock Island Prison Barracks

The Barracks operated from 1863 to 1865 and housed almost
20,000 Confederate POWs during its operation.

12 Sundial & Fort Flagler
Fort Flagler was a salute battery that was situated near the
sundial. The sundial was a gift to the Rock Island Arsenal from
Frankford Arsenal.

13 Quarters One

14 Golf Club House

Established in 1897 by COL Stanhope E. Blunt, the golf club
house is one of the oldest club houses in the region.

15 Lions Head Bridge
Originally a bridge connecting the residential and industrial
centers of the arsenal.  An artificial lake sprawled beneath the
bridge.

17 World War I Storage Buildings
Part of the arsenal’s World War I expansion, these storage
facilities helped increase the arsenal’s storage capacity over
four times its pre-war capacity.

19 1856 Bridge Pier

One of two structures that remain of the 1856 bridge, the first
rail bridge to cross the Mississippi River.

20 Clock Tower Building
The first permanent building that belonged to the arsenal, the
Clock Tower Building was constructed between 1863 and 1867,
and was originally designated Storehouse A.

22 Government Bridge

Locks & Dam 15

The second-largest roller dam in the world, Locks and Dam 15
was completed in 1933 as part of the 9-foot channel project.

24 1856 Bridge Crossing
The 1856 bridge from the Illinois side approached at this
location.  The bridge was destroyed in 1876.  It would have
travelled up what is now Sylvan Avenue to point 19.

25 Manufacturing Center
The Kingsbury Manufacturing Complex occupies 1.5 million
square feet of space and is home to Rock Island Arsenal’s Joint
Manufacturing and Technology Center.

26 World War II Ordnance Storage
Designed to fit two whole locomotives within, Building 299 was
constructed just before World War II for the covered loading
and storage of war materiel.

27 Old Ammunition Plant

The only building on post to ever house live ammunition, the
Ammunition Plant was used between 1917 and 1919.

28 Hydroelectric Power Dam
Completed in 1879, the hydroelectric Power Dam and Power
Plant provides waterpower to the arsenal, and historically
powered workshops and machinery.

29 Wing Dam
Part of the four-foot channel project, the Wing Dam was
completed to narrow the flow of water over the Rock Island
Rapids.

30 The Gathering Point
A local community art project that interprets the natural history
of the river and legends of the Native Americans connected to
Arsenal Island.

31 Fort Armstrong Blockhouse
This replica of the Fort Armstrong Blockhouses was completed
in 1916 for the centennial celebration of the original fort, which
operated from 1816 to 1836.

Army Contracting Command

Deliver decisive contracting solutions across the full spectrum
of conflict as part of the Joint Force, Anytime, Anywhere.

Army Sustainment Command

First U.S. Army
Partners with the Army National Guard and Reserve to enable
Reserve Component formations to achieve readiness goals and
deliver trained and ready units to Combatant Commanders. 

U.S. Army Garrison-Rock Island

USAG-RIA delivers and integrates installation support services
to enable readiness for our mission partners.

Joint Munitions Command
Joint Munitions Command’s mission is to provide the Army and
Joint Forces with ready, reliable, and lethal munitions at the right
place and time to sustain global operations.

Tank & Automotive Command
Develop, manufacture and deliver readiness solutions through
conventional and advanced manufacturing processes for the
U.S. Army and Department of Defense systems globally.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Deliver vital engineering and water resource solutions in
collaboration with our partners to secure our Nation, reduce
disaster risk, and enhance quality of life, providing value.

To get started on your tour, scan the QR code to
the left.  Please make sure you follow the
directions on the other side of this guide to get
the most out of your tour.

GET STARTED!
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