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The U.S. Government's presence on Rock Island reaches back as 
far as 1816 with the establishment of Fort Armstrong.  From this 

point forward, there has been housing of some variety on the 946-
acre plot of land that we now know as Arsenal Island.  This tour 

contains just a few of these residences that have been situated on 
the island.  Though some residences have long-since been 

demolished, repurposed, and remodeled, this tour will serve as your 
accompaniment through a selection of homes at Rock Island 

Arsenal. 

Please be aware that some of these homes currently have residents, 
and to be respectful to these occupants.  Respect privacy and 

property as this guide takes you on a tour through time in a glimpse 
of the residences of the past and present. 

For more information on security requirements and 
procedures, please scan this code. 

All visitors to Rock Island Arsenal are required to 
adhere to installation security measures and have a 
valid visitors pass. 

DESIGNED FOR 

   
   

  T
ou

r p
oi

nt
-o

f-
in

te
re

st
 

 T
ou

r p
oi

nt
-o

f-
in

te
re

st
 (n

o 
lin

k)
 

   
   

  M
ol

in
e 

G
at

e 
(V

is
ito

rs
 m

us
t u

se
 th

is
 g

at
e)

 

   
   

  P
os

t i
s 

op
en

 to
 v

is
ito

rs
 s

un
ris

e-
su

ns
et

. 

   
   

  T
he

 p
os

t s
pe

ed
 li

m
it 

is
 2

5 
M

P
H

. 

   
   

  P
ub

lic
 p

ar
ki

ng
 a

cc
es

s 

   
   

  N
o 

pu
bl

ic
 a

cc
es

s 

   
   

  V
is

ito
r A

cc
es

s 
an

d 
C

on
tr

ol
 C

en
te

r 

1 

A S C - 8 7 0 - 1 2 0  

• The U.S. Army does not endorse nor 
recommend any third-party applications for 
the purpose of this tour and is not responsible 
for any license that the user may enter with the 
developer upon the agreement to install. 

• Please remember that Rock Island Arsenal is 
an active military installation.  Be security 
aware and do not wander into restricted areas 
or locations that are off limits. 

• Obey traffic laws and posted signage. 
• Use of a mobile device while you are driving is 

prohibited. 
• For your own safety, and the safety of the 

artifacts, please do not climb on any macro 
artifacts. 

• Pictures are allowed north of Rodman Ave in 
non-residential areas and Memorial Field. 

• Be mindful of photos that you are taking, avoid 
invasive photography of housing spaces. 

ACTIVATING THE CODE 
1. Visit the point that you are interested in. 
2. With the camera on your phone, hover over the 

QR code at the bottom center of the back of 
this sheet. 

3. Click the link that is displayed in the window. 
4. Match the number on the website with the 

point you’re interested in. 
5. Click the corresponding link and repeat step 4 

for each point. 

Please note that these links are maintained on a 
U.S. Military website.  The “riahs.org” domain that 
appears is a link shortener that is not affiliated 
with the U.S. Government or Department of 
Defense.  It will redirect you to an Army website. 

Please remember that web traffic is monitored on 
all U.S. Government web sites.  Photos, content, 
and videos that are contained within this tour are 
published under free use policies.  
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Army Sustainment Command History Office. 
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This publication is a joint presentation of the  
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U.S. Army Garrison at Rock Island,  
an Installation Management Command entity. 



Quarters One 
Completed in 1872, Quarters One is a 20,000 square foot 
residence that housed 38 senior commanders of Rock Island 
Arsenal. 

Over the years Quarters One has hosted numerous events and 
distinguished visitors such as GEN John Pershing, CPT Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, Charles Lindbergh, and various foreign 
delegations.  Today it is available for limited tours and rental for 
formal events through Rock Island Arsenal FMWR. 

1 Quarters Two 
Constructed between 1873 and 1874, Quarters Two was 
modeled after Quarters One and was completed under the 
direction of COL Flagler.  The house is just over 6,000 square 
feet with a limestone foundation.  An addition on the second 
floor was completed a few years after the initial construction 
and was made with Milwaukee brick. 

Like other early buildings of the arsenal, the iron and brass 
works in the house were made with recycled artillery. 

2 Quarters Three 
Quarters Three was completed just ahead of Quarters Two, 
having been planned in 1871 and completed between 1872 and 
1873.  It was designed by CPT Clifton Comly and completed at 
a cost of around $35,000.  Quarters Three is slightly larger 
than Quarters Two at 7,500 square feet and made of Joliet 
Limestone. 

Quarters Three is the second larger housing on Rock Island 
Arsenal after Quarters One.  

3 Quarters Four 
Quarters Four was the last of the originally planned officer 
housing on Rock Island Arsenal.  Its construction was 
overseen by COL Flagler, who supervised most construction 
of officer’s row outside of Quarters One.  Quarters Four is just 
shy of 7,000 square feet in size and was completed in the 
summer months of 1872. 

Like its sister quarters, Quarters Four is also constructed with 
Joliet Limestone and repurposed iron and brass. 
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Quarters Six 
Constructed in 1905, Quarters Six was built to house officers 
assigned to the M1903 Springfield program.  Planning for 
additional quarters began in 1899, with construction beginning 
in 1901.  Quarters Six departs from the typical architectural 
style of the stone shops and the earlier officer’s quarters.  It 
was constructed at a cost of around $13,500. 

Since First Army moved to Rock Island, Quarters Six has been 
the residence of its commanding officer. 

6 Quarters Seven 
Like Quarters Six, Quarters Seven was constructed to house 
officers associated to the M1903 Springfield program.  
Quarters Seven was completed in 1902 under the supervision 
and direction of COL Blunt.  It is the last house associated 
with Rock Island Arsenal’s officer’s row and is the only of 
these constructions built east of East Avenue. 

Quarters Seven is just shy of 6,000 square feet and features 
turn-of-the-century style architecture. 

7 Quarters 32 & 33 (Old Post HQ) 
Originally planned to be used as the post Headquarters, 
Building 360 saw use for that mission from its completion in 
1889 thru 1922.  After the drawdown following World War I, 
the post Headquarters was shuttered until the Arsenal 
received funding in 1934 to convert it to housing. 

Quarters 32 & 33 were divided into four separate housing 
areas within the building and remained in use until 2011 when 
it was temporarily used as office space before being 
shuttered. 

8 Quarters 34 
Quarters 34 was constructed in 1907 and was situated 
between the post hospital and the garrison building where 
troops were housed (building 90).  It was originally 
constructed to be a shared living space but was converted to 
individual living quarters in 1946.  The original construction 
included a dispensary, emergency treatment space, and the 
surgeon's office.  In addition, the building also had a morgue 
located in the basement. 
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Garrison HQ 
Building 90 has had a very rich history leading up to its current 
use as the Garrison Headquarters Building.  When it was 
constructed, the original function of the building was to house 
troops that were stationed at Rock Island Arsenal.  Later in 
World War II, the building was repurposed to house Italian 
POW’s. 

After 1946, the space was repurposed again to office space, a 
function that carries on to this day. 

10 Post YMCA 
The YMCA was constructed in 1918 by the Walsh 
Construction Company.  It was built in conjunction with 
multiple other projects that includes a general store, a civilian 
hospital, and an office building.  The total cost for all these 
projects along with numerous renovations was $3 million in 
1921 dollars. 

The building was built in a hurry, started on 1 APR 1918 and 
completed just 22 days later on 23 APR.  Together with the 
Rock Island YMCA, the total membership in 1921 was 665. 

11 Bowling Alley 
A number of recreational organizations and facilities have 
been present on Rock Island Arsenal at various points 
through history.  One of these was a bowling alley and a 
billiard room located in the basement of the stone shops north 
of Rodman Avenue. 

These facilities were co-located with an officers club, and 
even saw a few league tournaments during their existence.  
Over time, these facilities were shuttered for other billets. 

12 Old Post Hospital (World War I) 
The World War I post hospital was constructed shortly before 
the war began and was co-located with the medical staff’s 
living quarters.  The facility saw large use during the influx of 
the 1918 Flu epidemic, including a few deaths.  The morgue 
was located in the basement.  

In 1934, just before World War II Quarters 23 was 
constructed to house medical staff, while the post hospital 
was converted entirely to operational space for hospital 
personnel. 
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What about quarters five? 
You may have noticed that there is no Quarters Five at Rock Island 
Arsenal.  Quarters Five would have existed in the empty lot in 
between Four and Six.  However, appropriations were not readily 
available for a construction of Quarters Five when it was originally 
needed.  By the time they were made available, Quarters Six and 
Seven were already being built. 

For this reason, Quarters Five was effectively skipped—or may more 
accurately be just a few trees that make up the landscape of the 
island. 

Pre-Arsenal Housing 
There were several instances of housing on Rock Island prior to the 
proper establishment of the Arsenal.  This included barracks buildings 
at Fort Armstrong, and various temporary dwellings of squatters on 
the island.  Permanent housing belonged to individuals such as 
George Davenport, D. B. Sears, and John Deere. 

When the Rock Island Prison Barracks was operating, various officer 
housings were erected on the land that eventually became where the 
Golf Clubhouse and Quarters One were built. 

ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL  
PRODUCING ARMY READINESS SINCE 1862. 

This is our history of supporting 
our Nation, our Army, and our Communities. 

For even more Rock Island Arsenal History visit: 
aschq.army.mil/About/History  -  or  -  arsenalhistoricalsociety.org 

Scan this QR code for additional tour information, such as: 
Brochures, History, Pictures, and Videos. 

T h i s  To u r  i s  ava i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  a n y w h e r e  a r o u n d  t h e  wo r l d .  R o c k  I s l a n d  A r s e n a l :  Lo ca l  E f f o rt  f o r  a  g lo ba l  m i s s i o n .  

1. You can scan this QR code to the left to begin your tour.  This code will take you to a U.S. Army website, which will display a list of numbered links with titles attached to each. 
2. Match up the point you’re at with the number on the site that pops up and click that link.  It will then display information about the point that you’re visiting along with photos.   
3. When you’re done with that point, click the back arrow in your browser and move on to the next point, then repeat the process listed above.  You don’t need to rescan the code. 
4. If you accidentally close out of the page at any time, you may rescan the code to start the process over again.  


