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Fort Armstrong 1816-1836:
A Short History
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to the soldier’s isolation.
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Likewise, soldier’s had to grow
their own food to sustain the garrison throughout the year. The
fort’s gardens produced beets, carrots, onions, potatoes, beans and
corn. When the soldiers were not
providing for their own sustenance, they were employed as carpenters to build stables and repair
barracks, as teamsters, herdsmen,
blacksmiths, stewards in the hospital or on detachment at local
lead mines.
Like other forts on the frontier,
Fort Armstrong projected American power and control over critical areas. In the age of westward
migration, these frontier forts provided security for settlers either
passing through or those choosing
to live in the area. The influx of
settlers strained relations with local tribes. This placed the garrison
in a difficult position. The garrison had to up hold the rights of
the Sauk and Fox, many time to
the detriment to settlers/ squatters
on Indian land. Despite the fort
being built to specifically keep an
eye on the Sauk and Fox tribe,
relations were relatively peaceful
between them and the US Army
from 1817-1828.
In 1828, relations started to turn
for the worse. With demands for
more land by settlers, George
Davenport and Thomas Forsyth
(Indian Agent) asked the Sauk to
relocate to the west bank of the
Mississippi, instead of returning to
the east bank in the spring. A majority of the Sauk relocated to the
west bank of the river, however
Blackhawk and his band tried on a
couple of occasions between 1828
and 1831 to cross the river to their
village Saukenuk around presentday Blackhawk state park. Mounted Illinois militia were called out
to enforce existing treaties and
ensure Blackhawk and his band
returned to the opposite bank.
In 1832, Blackhawk moved his
band peacefully across the river to
reside in Prophetstown after an
invitation was extended to him
and his followers. The peaceful
move degenerated into open warfare after a minor clash between
Blackhawk, his band and

inebriated Illinois militiamen. It is
important to note that because of
this incident, the US Army eliminated the daily whiskey ration for
soldiers. Throughout the conflict,
Fort Armstrong would provide logistical support to the myriad of
units in the field, not so dissimilar
to the present-day. By early August, Regular army units and militia brought the war to an end at the
Battle of Bad Axe.
With the end of the Blackhawk
war, there was no longer a need
for Fort Armstrong to check Indian aggression or monitor the meddling of foreign powers along the
river. In 1836, the garrison, except
for a small caretaker force of 12
soldiers, evacuated the fort and
moved to Fort Snelling, near present-day Minneapolis. From 18401856, the fort would continue to
be utilized as a depot until it was
destroyed by fire.
Fort Armstrong had played a vital role in the founding and development of the Quad cities. The
garrison maintained order, as best
as it could, between settlers and
Indian tribes. Likewise, it projected American power as the nation
continued its westward migration.

Source:
“History of Fort Armstrong: 18161836” by Oda Johnston

Brought to you by your friendly ASC History Office. For more copies or any history related needs call Jason Morin or
George Eaton or stop by for a visit at Building 390 BSMT SW.

